
While Doe 1 testified to
having been sexually as-
saulted in his room and
during drives, Chacon
said Thursday the girl
was not in his room, and
brief drives outside of
town had not involved
any sexual activity.

Marital problems
caused him to become up-
set on the night he
trashed a pool table in his
home, in the presence of
Doe 1 and Doe 2, Chacon
testified.

He also claimed the al-
legations against him

were brought in retalia-
tion for his unwilling-
ness to give up his role in
providing care for Doe 1.

He would later say he
did not have cell records
of the alleged calls that
threatened him with
false allegations and, in
response to a juror’s
question, said he was not
aware of whether the
case against him was pro-
ceeding with or without
the consent of his ac-
cuser’s mother.

Sheriff ’s deputies
called him in November
of 2007, when he was on
work release, to speak
about the allegations,
Chacon said. “I ended up
spending seven days in
maximum security just
for answering my tele-
phone,” he said.

“Do you still love (Doe
1)?” defense attorney

Thomas Lange asked
Chacon.

“Deep down in my
heart, yes, I do,” Chacon
said.

Under cross examina-
tion, Chacon clarified he
was sent to max because
of work release policies
for those who come un-
der suspicion of new
crimes while serving
their sentences. Chacon
told Deputy District At-
torney Sherri Price he
was on work release for
DUI in 2007.

Price asked him why
the girls and one of their
mothers would risk being
accused of perjury by
making up the allega-
tions.

“You would have to ask
them,” Chacon said. “I
didn’t do anything to any
of those people.”

His brother, two sisters

and nieces, one of whom
is close to the alleged vic-
tims’ ages, all testified
they had never seen him
behave inappropriately
around Doe 1 or her
friends.

They also said they
hadn’t seen Doe 1 acting
troubled or upset around
Chacon.

While on Wednesday
the accusers were un-
clear on dates and time-
frames, defense witness-
es were similarly uncer-
tain Thursday.

Under Price’s question-
ing, Chacon’s siblings
agreed that no matter
what evidence was pre-
sented, they would not
believe Chacon was
guilty as charged.

The trial continues to-
day, with more defense
witnesses and possible
expert testimony.
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RETHINKCHURCH

United Methodist Church of Montrose
19 South Park Avenue
970-249-3716  •  email: office@montroseumc.org
www.montroseumc.org
RETHINK CHURCH at www.10thousanddoors.org

What if church could lighten
your load?

JOIN US FOR A PICNIC IN THE STREET
Sunday, September 13 • 12:00 noon

Hamburgers and Hot Dogs

Worship
Sunday: 8:30 and 11:00 am
Childcare Available • Handicapped Accessible

Sunday School: 9:50 am – Sunday and Weekday Bible Studies

Workers’ Comp Insurance...
 How much do you need?

Auto 
Home
Life
Health 

Commercial 

Group Health

Bonds

Workers’ Comp 

Employee Benefits

Your Loca l Independent Insurance Agent

As a responsible employer, you want to protect 
your employees — and your business. When it 
comes to workers’ comp, how much coverage 
is enough? How much is too much to pay? We 
can answer those questions for you.

Anything can happen on the job. We’ll make 
sure you’re prepared when it does. Call us today. 
You can rest assured…we’ve got you covered.(970) 249-2222

www.ins-center.com

San Juan Gardens is located at 12225 65.30 Road,
2 miles north of the San Juan Avenue bypass.

Start your landscape projects
with significant savings!

970-249-2052
Mon.-Fri. 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 9am-5pm • Sun. 10am-4pm 

Gift
Certificates
Available

Trees 50% Off
Shrubs 40-75% Off
Vines 50% Off
Perennial Flowers
50% Off

Fall Blow-Out Sale
3 Days Only! Aug. 28-29-30!

It’s NOT too late!
Fall is a GREATtime to plant!

Prices AT or BELOW WHOLESALE on

Don’t miss this opportunity to start (or complete) those landscape projects!

Overlook
Sunflowers
blow fiercely in
the wind on
Sunset Mesa
overlooking
Baldridge Park
Wednesday af-
ternoon. 
JOEL BLOCKER / DAILY PRESS 

New director,
growing mission
n Sharing Ministries

says goodbye to
longtime devotees

BY KATI O’HARE
DAILY PRESS WRITER

MONTROSE  — An ar-
ray of changes are being
made at Sharing Min-
istries, but its mission re-
mains the same — and is
growing.

On Aug. 17, longtime ex-
ecutive director Frank
Leonard retired from
Sharing Ministries. He
joins his wife, Virginia,
who retired last year, after
spending many years de-
voted to the nonprofit local
food bank.

The Leonards were
among the organization’s
first board members when
it was established in 1996.

“The devotion of Frank
and Virginia made it pos-
sible for the food bank to
grow from serving 97 per
month in 1996, to 3,100 per
month this year,” board
member Joyce Corley
said.

The board has chosen
Oneda Doyal as the new
executive director. She has
been with Sharing Min-
istries since 2008 as its of-
fice manager, working
alongside Frank.

“I just believe it’s a great
organization and there is a
big need for what we do,”
Doyal said. “We have a
great community that is
very giving and I wanted
to be a part of that.”

Sharing Ministries has
decided to build a 13,000
square-foot warehouse, in-
cluding classrooms, offices
and a commercial kitchen,
on adjacent property.

“We are out of space
here,” Doyal said. “The
need is great for the com-
munity and Sharing Min-
istries to get another ware-
house built.”

The expansion is in the
beginning stages now, but
time and labor has been
donated, along with mate-

rials and land. The organi-
zation is currently looking
for grant funding.

Recently, board mem-
bers, staff and volunteers
worked with JVA Consult-
ing on several capacity
building sessions, includ-
ing strategic planning.
Sharing Ministries was
chosen to participate in
the Colorado Compassion
Initiative that will help
them develop the capacity
to meet the needs of the
five counties it serves.

“Now, with the different
changes made in the last
few weeks, we feel like we
are getting somewhere,”
Doyal said.

Those changes include
the appointment of board
member John Angelo to
chairman. Angelo has
been on the board since
2008.

The board now stands at
five members. Longtime
board member Stephen
Corey has retired, but
agreed to be a part of the
board’s advisory commit-
tee.

The organization is still
looking for four more
board members to help it
better accomplish its mis-
sion and expansion project.

For more information,
contact Sharing Min-
istries at 240-8385.

———
To comment on this story, visit our Web

site at www.montrosepress.com.

t More Information
Sharing Ministries is participat-

ing in the San Juan Photo
Show and Arts and Crafts
Exhibit at Friendship Hall in
Montrose Sept. 4, 5 and 6. In
addition to sponsoring a spe-
cial photo board, Sharing
Ministries will offer patrons
the chance to give back to
the community through food
and money donations. 

Show hours are Friday from 10
a.m. to 8 p.m., Saturday from
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Sunday
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
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TRIAL: One alcohol charge dropped against sex suspect

Housing Authority approves Olathe project
STAFF REPORT

OLATHE — Colorado
Affordable Homes is mov-
ing forward with its afford-
able housing project in
Olathe now that it has ap-
proval from the housing
authority.

The Montrose County
Housing Authority passed
a resolution Wednesday to
authorize authority direc-
tor Tim Heavers to sign an
application for zoning and

petition for annexation
that was received by the
town of Olathe Thursday.

The application and peti-
tion are part of an afford-
able housing project in
which Colorado Afford-
able Homes will purchase
about 4.5 acres adjacent
from the farm dormitory
from the housing authori-
ty. The property will be
used to construct 25 modu-
lar homes, costing no more

than $150,000 to new home-
owners.

Colorado Affordable
Homes and the town of
Olathe are working togeth-
er to move the processes
through quickly so that
the new homeowners can
take advantage of the
about $8,000 federal rebate
program. They will also be
applying for the USDA 502
Direct Loan Program.

Town Administrator

Scott Harold said the peti-
tion and application will
be presented to the Olathe
Town Board at its next
meeting on Sept. 14. How-
ever, board members were
being contacted Thursday
to see if they would like to
hold a special meeting pri-
or to speed up the process.
Any such meeting will be
published according to
open meeting laws, Harold
said.
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